
[image: image1.jpg]PARISH COUNCIL




RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Annual Council Meeting held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Bradshaw, Gordon (Chairperson), Pickavance, Pryke 
  LCC Cllr. Rick Edwards
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were nineteen members of the public.
1873/26   To elect and swear in new Chairperson

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr Pryke as Chairperson for  twelve months who then signed the declaration of acceptance of office.

1874/26  To elect and swear in Vice Chairperson

It was resolved that the council voted in Cllr Bradshaw as Vice Chairperson for twelve months who then signed the declaration of acceptance of office.
1875/26  To agree membership of committees

It was resolved that the council keep the same committee working groups and representatives.

1876/26  To receive apologies
Cllr Newsham   Cllr Rear   Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh
1877/26 To receive Declaration of Interest

NONE
1878/26
 To consider and approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 20th April  2026 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th April  2026 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.

1879/26  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Members of the public complained about the comments made on 20th April 2026 to them from Borough Cllr Paul Hesketh.. They thought he was out of order having a go at them. A number of residents were going to complain to WLBC and a minority of the public wanted a public apology.

A resident asked about proxy voting and had not received voting cards.

Mrs C Bamber asked the clerk about a chainsaw which the clerk had given to Mr Brookfield for use on his Lantra chainsaw course. Would this now be placed on the asset register as this is now property of Rufford Parish Council.
Residents all mentioned the grass verges need cutting on A59.

1880/26  Adjournment for comments from county and borough councillors (5 mins max each) 

LCC councillor Rick Edwards has sent an email to the clerk before the meeting regarding problems United Utilities have had at Southport.
1881/26 Resignation of Cllr Smith from councillor in the Holmeswood Ward
Chairperson announced the resignation of Cllr Smith Holmeswood Ward and the clerk had informed the electoral officer WLBC of the vacancy.
T he council noted the information. 

1882/26  Cllr Pryke to provide a statement on the mediation meeting between all parish councillors and officers

Cllr Pryke stated he was disappointed not to express some of the grievances at the meeting with WLBC monitoring officer/solicitor Kay Lovelady and Debra Platt, but the parties involved had made mistakes and Kay Lovelady asked for at the meeting for the council to draw a line under this and move on and the parish council would follow new procedures issued by NALC.
Cllr Pryke stated he had also sent apologies to the headmaster at Holmeswood School and the minister of the methodist Church.
T he council noted the information.
1883/26   Planning
               2026/0312/FUL       Fairfields  Holmeswood Road  Rufford   

Proposed single-storey rear extension and dormer extensions to the front and rear. Erection of front porch following demolition of existing side porch. Demolition of conservatory.
This application was deferred and council agreed with highways comments.

The council noted the information
a) Planning decision granted

2026/0178/FUL  The Hermitage Flash Lane Rufford 
Erection of single storey greenhouse in front garden 
b) Planning decisions refused

                NONE
1884/26  To authorise payments of the following accounts:
	Cheque No/DDM
	Payee
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	022925
	S Smith joinery. Wood Holmeswood Village Hall Noticeboard


	£450.00
	-
	£450.00

	022926
	Grimshaw Tree Services

Emergency tree work Rufford Park
	£400.00
	£80.00
	£480.00

	022927
	Redblades -  chainsaw service
	£72.02
	£14.40
	£86.42

	022928
	Ainscough

Ditch clearance – Catchwater drain
	£400.00
	£80.00
	£480.00

	022929
	CJ Pennington-

Grass cutting March 2026
	£304.00
	£60.80
	£364.80

	022930
	Mayor and Sons Ltd.- materials
	£22.84
	£4.57
	£27.41

	022931
	P Brookfield – park maintenance and materials


	£488.70
	-
	£488.70

	022932
	K Newsham Clerk’s salary and exps. May 2026

Salary: £801.00    Expense reimbursement: £45.00
	£846.09
	-
	£846.09

	DDM
	Rufford Parish Council works loan April 2026


	£2141.24
	-
	£2141.24

	DDM
	Easywebsites Ltd.
	£36.96
	-
	£36.96


It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
INCOME:

	Description
	Total

	1st payment of precept grant for April 2026/27                                  
	£21,728.00


1885/26   Note the submission of Annual return for Financial Year ending 31st March 2026 to the Council’s internal auditor.

The council noted the information.

1886/26    Update from Cllr Pryke on communication with Cllr Edwards, LCC Highways and Police regarding Holmeswood Road
Cllr Pryke had sent all information and campaign leaflet on speeding issues on Holmeswood Road to LCC Cllr Rick Edwards who will forward them onto LCC Highways and await further comments/action.
The council noted the information.
1887/26 Cllr Pickavance to discuss the reposition of the Bus Stop on Cousins Lane 
Cllr Pickavance stated he had spoken to LCC traffic team and was awaiting update and cost of moving the bus stop.

The council note the information and await update from Cllr Pickavance.
1888/26  Cllr Pryke informed the council of a highways meeting he had attended at Burscough Town Council on 14th May 2026.

It was an informal discussion on heavy traffic and speeding on local roads. Councils present were Rufford and Holmeswood, Lathom, Lower Lathom, Newbrough and Parbold.
Next meeting to be held 11th June 2026

The council noted the information.
1889/26  Discuss replacement of Metal Goalposts on Rufford Recreation Ground
Cllr Pickavance to discuss with Secretary of Rufford Village Hall and be on the agenda for the Finance Working Group.
The council noted the information.

1890/26 Update on placement of the Pump currently on the recreation ground car park
Cllr Gordon has had a quote for this project and would be on the agenda for the Finance Working Group.

The council noted the information.

1891/26   Cllr Bradshaw to raise a resident’s request for more benches to be installed around Rufford
Cllr Bradshaw was looking at grants from LCC and locations and also costings.

The council will await further information.

1892/26  Cllr Pickavance to discuss information signs to be installed around the village
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pickavance to suggest central points and obtain costing figures.

1893/26  Discuss signage required regarding Drug Policy as raised by Cllr Pickavance
It was resolved by the council for Cllr Pickavance to obtain costing figures and then to be submitted to the Finance Working group.
1894/26  Cllr Pryke to discuss the destruction of Mere Sands Wood and impending thinning of the Pine Wood by up to 25%
A letter was sent by Fiona Whitfield , head of land management Lancashire Wildlife Trust to be read out at the meeting to give the public a balanced view of their activities in Mere Sands Wood.
A report was also read out which the parish council had had compiled by David Thornber, arboricultural consultant
It was resolved by the council for the clerk to write to Fiona Whitfield Lancashire Wildlife Trust to place their management plan for Mere sands Wood on their website for the public to view.
1895/26  Consider request from Jane Hoban via Karen Ashcroft to use the overflow car park on 7th June 2026 as the date coincides with the Antiques Fair

It was resolved by the council to allow the use of Scout Field to park cars on 7th June 2026.
1896/26

Cllr Pickavance to provide an update from Torus Housing

The council was awaiting a letter from Cllr Pickavance on this situation.

1897/26   Clerk’s report

NONE
1898/26      To note the date of the next meeting of the parish council meeting is scheduled for MONDAY 15TH JUNE   2026, ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL, RUFFORD, 7.00 PM.
Chairperson closed the meeting at  8.47 pm
_______________________

Chairperson’s signature and date
Amended by formal vote on 18th May 2026
1901/2026

To read :
‘ 1879/2026 Mrs C Bamber on behalf of a group of residents…’

Amended by formal vote on 18th May 2026

1901/2026

To read:

‘1882/2026 Cllr Pryke stated he would send apologies to the headmaster’











